Knowledge and Skills Map – Music – Composing






	
	Knowledge
	Units
	Subject Aspects

	NURSERY
	· Can they create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know?
	Continuous provision
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising

	RECEPTION
	· Can they explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups?
	Continuous provision
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising

	Year 1
	· Can they make a range of sounds with their voice?
· Can they make a range of sounds with instruments?
· Can they identify changes in sounds?
· Can they tell the difference between long and short sounds?
· Can they repeat (short rhythmic and melodic) patterns?
· Can they represent sounds pictorially?
· [image: ]  purpose?

	Unit 1 – My Musical Heartbeat
Unit 2 – Dance, Sing and Play!
Unit 3 – Exploring Sounds
Unit 4 – Learning to Listen
Unit 6 – Let’s Perform Together!
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally

	Year 2
	· Can they order sounds to create a beginning, middle and end?
· Can they represent sounds pictorially with increasing relevance?
· Can they choose sounds to achieve an effect (including use of technology)?
· Can they begin to compose short melodic patterns using two or three notes (tuned instruments/voice)?
· Can they create short, rhythmic patterns sequences of long and short sounds?
· Are they selective in the control used on an instrument in order to create an intended effect?
· Can they create their own symbols to represent sounds?
· Can they choose sounds to create an effect on the listener?

	Unit 1 – Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch
Unit 2 – Playing in an Orchestra
Unit 3 – Inventing a Musical Story
Unit 4 – Recognising Different Sounds
Unit 5 – Exploring Improvisation

	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally – creating a graphic score

	Year 3
	· Can they create repeated patterns using instruments?
· Can they create accompaniments for melodies?
· Can they combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling?
· Do they understand how the use of tempo can provide contrast within a piece of music?
· Can they begin to read and write musical notation?
· Can they effectively choose, order, combine and control sounds to create different textures?
· Can they use silent beats for effect (rests)?
· Can they combine different musical elements (e.g. fast/slow, high/low?
· loud/soft) in their composition 

	Unit 1 – Writing Music Down
Unit 3 – Compose Using Your Imagination
Unit 4 – More Musical Styles
Unit 5 – Enjoying Improvisation
Unit 6 – Opening Night
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally – creating a graphic score
Begin to use musical notation

	Year 4
	· Can they use notations to record and interpret sequences or pitches?
· Can they begin to use standard notation?
· Can they use notations to record compositions in a small group or on their own?
· Can they use notation in a performance?
· Can they combine groups of beats?

	Unit 1 – Musical Structures
Unit 2 – Exploring Feelings When You Play
Unit 3 – Compose With Your Friends
Unit 4 – Feelings Through Music
Unit 6 – The Show Must Go On!
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally – creating a graphic score
Begin to use musical notation

	Year 5
	· Can they use technology to change sounds or organize them differently to change the effect?
· Can they choose the most appropriate tempo for a piece of music?

	Unit 1 – Melody and Harmony in Music
Unit 2 – Sing and Play in Different Styles
Unit 3 – Composing and Chords
Unit 4 – Enjoying Musical Styles
Unit 5 – Freedom to Improvise
Unit 6 – Battle of the Bands!
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally – creating a graphic score
Begin to use musical notation

	Year 6
	· Do they recognise that different forms of notation serve different purposes?
· Can they use a variety of different musical devices in their composition? (e.g., melody and rhythms)
· Can they use technology to compose music which meets a specific criterion?

	Unit 1 – Music and Technology
Unit 2 – Developing Ensemble Skills
Unit 3 – Creative Composition
Unit 4 – Musical Styles Connect Us
Unit 5 – Improvising with Confidence
	Listening
Singing
Playing instruments
Composing
Improvising
Writing down music informally – creating a graphic score
Begin to use musical notation
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