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How we teach reading at Whittaker Moss
Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will learn at our school. Everything else depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly as possible.
We want your child to love reading – and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work hard to make sure children develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read. 
We start by teaching phonics in Nursery using the Phonics Bug Club programme. The children will participate in lots of activities listening to sounds and reciting rhymes and patterns of language. They also read Bug Club books in their shared reading book sessions and listen to stories told by the class teacher.

Staff use a range of practical activities to support children in making words, firstly, for the children’s own names and then CVC (consonant/vowel/consonant eg cat) words.

In Reception, children continue with Bug Club Phonics, learning how to ‘read’ the sounds in words (phonemes) and how those sounds can be written down (graphemes). This is essential for reading, but it also helps children learn to spell well. 

The children also practise reading (and spelling) ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ ‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’. 
Once children can blend sounds together to read words, they practise reading books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky words’ they know. They start to believe they can read and this does wonders for their confidence.
Teachers regularly read to the children too, so the children get to know and love all sorts of stories, poetry and information books. This helps to extend children’s vocabulary and comprehension, as well as supporting their writing. These books are then put into the text tubs (if appropriate) so that children have access to them during independent reading activities during Guided reading sessions.
 The children undertake regular guided reading sessions with their teacher in  class. This enables the teacher to teach skills that are necessary for being a good reader and also assess the children regularly to ensure they are working in the right group and reading books at an appropriate level. Once each half term, the teacher will listen to the children read their home reading book to ensure that each child is taking home books at the appropriate level.
High Frequency Words 
The children in Reception will bring home high frequency words to practise alongside their home reading book. In KS1 children will continue to be given words to practise at home if necessary so look out for them in their book bags! 

How long will it take to learn to read well?
In the summer term of Year 1, the government asks us to do a phonics check of all the children. We will let you know how well your child has done within their school report. Children who are not successful at the phonics check in Year 1 will retake the assessment during Year 2 to ensure that pupils have made progress. If your child is a candidate for this, then we will let you know and also feedback the results. 
Every child is different and children will learn to read at different speeds. By the end of Year 2, most children will be able to read aloud books that are at the right level for their age. In Year 3 and beyond, we concentrate more on helping children ‘Read to learn’, to focus more on understanding what they are reading, although this work also begins very early on. 
What does school offer to give my child reading incentives?
In school we have made a significant investment in a variety of reading materials to encourage your child to access a range of texts suited to their own personal interests while also extending their reading ability and confidence. The main reading scheme at Whittaker Moss in EYFS and KS1 is Phonics Bug Club. However, after the Orange book band level, this is supplemented with: Collin’s Big Cat, Rigby Star, Badger and Oxford Reading Tree books for home reading. There are also a variety of books available to read using the Oxford Owl website and children have access to a school subscription of Phonics Bug Club books.
Pupils also have access to our school library as well as class libraries. Children have the opportunity to visit our main school library once a week to choose a book and read this within class. We always award prizes for the children who take part in the local libraries ‘summer reading challenge’, to encourage children to keep their reading skills sharp over the summer holidays.
To foster a love of books, each teacher within the school, will read to their class and give the children opportunities to recommend books to their peers.
Reading is encouraged through fun days such as ‘world book day’ and having authors and external companies visit school.

What can parents/carers do to help?
Within the first term of your child starting Reception, you will be invited to a meeting so that we can explain how we teach reading and show you the resources we use. During the meeting, there are lots of suggestions on how you can help your child to read. Your support really does get your child off to a flying start and encourages them to make great progress!
You can help your child to sound out the letters in words and then to ‘blend’ the sounds together to make a whole word. Try not to refer to the letters by their names. Help your child to focus on the sounds. You can hear how to say the sounds correctly by logging on to the Phonics Bug website. 
Sometimes your child might bring home a book that they already know well. Please don’t say, ‘This is too easy,’ as they may have chosen that because they enjoy it! Instead, encourage your child to tell you the story out loud; ask them questions about things that happen or what they think about some of the characters in the story. 

You may want the teacher to change a book because your child does not enjoy the text, but we have to expose children to all genres of literature even from an early age eg Aesop’s fables, play-scripts, fact books etc.
Once children are successful decoders and can read most words unaided, please continue to hear them read as NOW they need to read for meaning and talk about the book in detail! By Year 2 children have to take a National Reading Comprehension test in May which is carried out across the country.
Make reading fun! Remember to keep reading to your child. They will come across far more adventurous words than they will in their early reading books and you will be helping them to grow a vast vocabulary, develop a deeper understanding of different stories etc. It will also encourage them to love books and want to read more; if a child sees and hears an adult reading they are inspired by them! Throughout the year we will be running the ‘4 books reading challenge’ so don’t forget to encourage your child to join in and complete a book review about the four books that they read.
Does it matter if my child misses a lesson or two?
It matters a lot if your child does not attend school. The way we teach children to read is very well organised, so even one missed lesson means that your child has not learnt something that they need to know to be a good reader. 
What if my child finds it difficult to learn to read?
We want every child to learn to read, however long it takes us to teach them. We will find out very quickly if your child is finding reading difficult. First, we may move children to a different guided group, so that we can make sure that they have learnt what they need to know. Or if they still struggle, we may give them a little extra 1:1 support to try catch them up.
If we have any concerns about your child’s reading, we will talk to you about this.
Remember, all children are individual so some children take a little longer to learn to put sounds together to read a word, e.g. c-a-t to make the word ‘cat’. At our meeting, we will explain how you can help your child to do this.
If you have any further queries about how we teach reading, please don't hesitate to get in touch; 
Your class teacher can offer help, 
Alternatively, Miss Lane our Literacy Co-ordinator 
Or Mrs Backhouse the Headteacher and Mrs Cadogan the Deputy Headteacher
Please don’t forget to attend our annual Reading Information Evening. The date will be posted on the school website.
