Reading At Whittaker Moss Primary



Reading Intent 
At Whittaker Moss we know that reading is the key to academic success. Our reading curriculum is designed to promote curiosity and a love of learning. It is ambitious and encourages children to become lifelong readers. Through high expectations we encourage children to read regularly and widely for both the purposes of education and enjoyment. 
We want to equip children with not only the minimum statutory requirements of the National Curriculum but to also prepare them for the responsibilities and experiences of later life. 
Throughout school, children are exposed to high quality texts by a diverse range of authors both modern and classic. Through whole class, shared and guided reading sessions children develop their word reading skills alongside their comprehension skills. Pre-planned cross curricular topic lessons are used to embed reading skills and increase children’s understanding of vocabulary as they encounter words which they would rarely use or hear in everyday speech.
At Whittaker Moss our aim is to ensure that children are confident and independent readers as we develop a learning to read approach into a reading to learn experience.
Reading Implementation
At Whittaker Moss we know that reading is one of the most important things that our children in school will learn to do and it is at the very heart of our school curriculum. We know that it underpins all of our other curriculum areas, so our aim is for all children to learn to read as quickly as possible. We want all children to develop a love of reading, not simply learn to read so we work hard to develop children’s love of books by sharing a range of quality texts within each year group.
At Whittaker Moss we teach the statutory requirements for reading from the National curriculum through Cornerstones topics and high quality texts. The curriculum has been carefully crafted to ensure progression and repetition in terms of embedding key learning, knowledge and skills. Carefully selected authors and texts are mapped out across the school in order to develop children’s word reading, understanding of vocabulary and comprehension skills. Our aim is to encourage children to be fluent, enthusiastic and critical readers and we develop these skills through shared, guided and individual reading experiences and clear expectations.
Poets and poetical devices are also carefully woven into each year group to develop children’s love of language and the spoken word. 
As soon as the children start at Whittaker Moss in Nursery, we begin teaching phonics using our synthetics phonics program and the teaching of phonics continues into Key stage 1 and is used with some children in KS2 where appropriate. Within Nursery, we promote the love of books by modelling reading, sharing stories and encouraging children to explore a range of books as part of their daily routine. This then continues into Reception and the rest of the school, where children will learn to decode and blend words and develop their comprehension skills side by side. This is achieved by taking part in daily phonic lessons (where appropriate) as well as shared, guided and independent reading sessions. Reading comprehension lessons are intertwined throughout literacy units of work from Year 2 to Year 6. 
In addition, children have access to the school library where they can choose a book to read for pleasure.
Text tubs are used in Guided reading sessions where children have access to books relating to their Cornerstones topic. This gives the children an opportunity to apply their reading skills across the curriculum. Within the guided reading carousel, all children access reading activities which are designed to match to their reading ability and embed key reading skills. Using both formative and summative assessment information we are able to systematically plan ways to support children on their reading journey and move their learning on, in a rapid and purposeful way.
At Whittaker Moss, children are read to by their teacher. This might be a book chosen by the teacher or a book selected by a child that they want to recommend to their class. We endeavour to link books to children’s own experiences. We acknowledge that much of the cultural capital that a child will experience in their young lives is enclosed within the cover of a book and we aim to inspire a world of knowledge and imagination through their engagement of texts and submergence in high quality reading experiences.

Reading Impact 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The implementation of this reading curriculum, ensures that when children leave Whittaker Moss Primary school they will become fluent, confident and able readers who can access a range of books for pleasure and enjoyment. They will also be able to use their well-developed reading skills to unlock their learning in all the other areas of the curriculum. Our aim is for our children to master key reading skills that will benefit them for the rest of their lives and for them to develop a passion for reading that will travel with them and grow and develop as they do.
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