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HEALTH RELATED EDUCATION
PARENT CONSULTATION GROUP

Date: 4.12.190
Those present: Kate Mellor(AHT) Melanie Backhouse (HT) Vivien Buckley ( Office) F. Sham, J Clarkson, F Javed, K Bentham, R Ellacott-Leach, K Nicholl, K Razaq
Apologies: D Butterworth (Governor) D Whittaker (Governor) E Butterworth

	Agenda
	Minutes
	Actions

	1. Introductions and aims of the group to be discussed.
	Kate asked everyone to introduce themselves and explain a little about why they had asked to be part of the group.  She then went through the reasons why the group had been set up and how all minutes and information will be on the website for everyone to access.




	Kate to speak to Sarah Cadogan (DHT) to have a page created on the website for all this information to be put on by the end of the Autumn term

	2. What are peoples understandings of Health Related Education (known as Relationship and Sex Education or Relationship Education)




	Parents spoke about their concerns of children being taught about transgender, and whether discussions about being gay would be taught explicitly in reception and nursery.  Parents also expressed that they were pleased that issues on healthy relationships, staying safe on line; learning about families and caring friendships were being taught as they see them as being important and welcome this as part of the curriculum.
Kate and Mel both discussed that learning about different families and relationships are important but the terminology that we use will be very appropriate for the age and ability of the child or children in the class.
It was also stressed that in primary schools we look at health relationships and that the word sex in relation to relationships is not part of our curriculum that will take place in secondary schools.
Regarding transgender, this is a conversation that may be brought up by children further up the school and will be handled appropriately and with well thought out language.  If we have children in school who are transgender we would take each case individually and have consultations with the child’s parents on how they would like it to be approached at school, taking on board the needs of the children in the school as well. 
	None

	3. School to go over what Relationship Education will actually look like in a primary school- what are the aims by the time children leave school? 




	Kate went through them main areas that will be taught as from 2020:
Relationship education
Health Education
These will cover the following areas: Families and people who care for me, Caring friendships, Respectful relationships, Online relationships and Being safe.
All children will have to take part in these lessons as they statutory.  We also will cover puberty in upper key stage 2, which comprises of a session for Year 5 girls and then another session for both boys and girls in Year 6.  The school nurse runs these sessions.  Parents are sent all the information beforehand including links to the videos that the children will watch and the date that this will take place.  These are the only sessions that parents can ask to withdraw their children from.  However, as a group we discussed the important of children being with their peers and hearing this information from a professional rather than on the playground from their friends.   There could be reasons why parents do not wish their child to participate, for example a specific need which is complete understandable. 
	The sheets given to parents at the meeting will be put on line for all parents by the end of term.  Kate 

	4. Time to discuss ideas and thoughts about this and what it will look like at Whittaker Moss Primary School.





	As a group, we discussed how at Whittaker Moss we already follow a scheme, which covers many aspects of the new healthy relationship curriculum.  For example caring friendships, staying safe on line, healthy choices.  As a school, we have a discreet, separate, PSHE lesson, which allows us to cover many of these aspects.  It was felt though that it would be appropriate that a more robust scheme should be brought in, as the one followed, PSHE association, does not give individual lesson plans.  This would give staff the confidence to ensure they were using the correct language and terminology and that we were teaching a spiral curriculum.  Parents would like to see a slightly more in depth overview of what is being taught, it was asked if we could be specific about days but as school doesn’t always work this way. We discussed how we couldn’t be that specific but we will give a more detailed overview. It was also discussed about possibly coming into school once we get the curriculum up and running to see how it will work.
	Kate to look at possible schemes that we can use.  Mel to look at the costings of this and how to fund it.











Kate will ensure that once the scheme has been chosen there will be an opportunity to put this on the website by the start of the new school year 2020-2021



Once we are up and running we will look at an opportunity to allow parents to see what is happening and how it is being taught. Kate Mel for Autumn 2020

	5. AoB






	Kate thanked everyone for giving their time.  Rebecca spoke about a book she felt might be useful for the school and offered to bring it into school.
	None

	6. Date and time of next meeting to be set


	Monday 10th February 2:00 pm at Whittaker Moss Primary School
	Kate to email out times and dates
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