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As part of our Health and Safety policies and procedures, the school has an Invacuation and Lockdown Policy.  This is shared and agreed with Governors and has been drawn up in line with procedures recommended by the Local Authority. For security purposes, specific details of invacuation and lockdown procedures are not shared with people outside of the school. This information is intended to give parents and carers confidence that necessary procedures are in place and to inform of communication procedures to parents in the event of a serious incident at the school.

On very rare occasions it may be necessary to seal off the school so that it is not able to be entered from the outside. This will ensure that pupils, staff and visitors are safe in situations where there is a hazard in the school grounds or outside the school in the near vicinity.  

A lockdown is implemented when there are serious security risks to the premises due to, for example, near-by chemical spillage, proximity of dangerous dogs, serious weather conditions or attempted access by unauthorised people’s intent in causing harm/damage.  Any potential situation will be quickly assessed by staff, lockdown measures would only be used in the most serious of incidents, and where appropriate, other measures would be taken first to ensure the safety of both children and adults.

The policy applies at all times of the day and is therefore shared with every member of staff.

Communication between the school and parents:
  If necessary parents will be notified as soon as it is practical to do so via the school’s established communication network – website/ email / text message  
 Parents are asked NOT to collect their children from school as it may put them and their child at risk.  
 Pupils will not be released to parents during a lock down. The following message will be sent via text: 
 “The school is in a full lockdown procedure. Emergency services are aware and are assisting the school in dealing with the situation. Children will not be able to leave the building until the situation is resolved. During this period the switchboard and entrances will be unmanned, external doors will be locked and no person is allowed in or out of the premises until further notice. Please do not call or come to the school, we will inform you once it is clear to collect your child. Thank you.  Melanie Backhouse - Headteacher"

 Parents are asked not to call school as this may tie up emergency lines.  
 If the end of the day is extended due to the lock down, parents will be notified and will receive information about the time and place pupils can be picked up from office staff or emergency services.  
 A letter to parents will be sent home on the nearest possible day following any serious incident to inform parents of the context of the lockdown, to encourage parents to reinforce with their children the importance of following procedures in these very rare circumstances and to signpost families to further support services should these be needed.





Post Lockdown:
If required, further assistance will be provided by Rochdale Local Authority in dealing with the effects of the incident to all persons involved.  This includes children, staff and their families.




	THE SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN AND THE SECURITY OF THE BUILDING IS ALWAYS THE MAIN PRIORITY.
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