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Spelling Policy- Whittaker Moss Primary School 2026



Rationale


Spelling is essential for communication and when children write for a purpose they become aware of this need. The systematic teaching of phonics and spelling is vital. At Whittaker Moss Primary School we recognise the importance of this and ensure that there is consistency throughout a child’s time at this school.


Aims and Objectives

· To provide children with the necessary experiences in order to develop their spelling skills
·  To equip children with a range of phonological options to be able to select
            appropriate spelling and common spelling patterns, through a variety of  
            teaching strategies
·  To provide children with strategies that can support their everyday work.


Teaching and learning


The teaching of the alphabet begins as soon as the children enter school in Nursery in our Foundation Stage. This is based on learning the phonemes by using our Phonics Bug Scheme.  The children will then continue through Phase 2 and Phase 3 phonics in Reception and practise spelling both phonetical words and high frequency words associated to each phonics phase.

This continues into Year 1. Here children will practise spelling words associated to Phase 4 and Phase 5 phonics. The teaching of phonics plays a vital role in children’s ability to spell, so great emphasis is placed on the teaching of phonics at this stage.

In Year 2, children will move onto use our Spelling Shed scheme, where they will begin to learn and investigate spelling patterns alongside the origins of words.
Spelling Shed is the spelling scheme used at Whittaker Moss from Year 2 to Year 6.



At Whittaker Moss, phonics sessions and discrete Spelling Shed lessons take place daily for 15-20 mins depending on the age, maturity and ability of the children. 

As children move through KS1 and into KS2, the emphasis in the teaching objectives shifts from the teaching of phonics to more focussed teaching of spelling strategies, conventions and rules to build upon a child’s established phonological knowledge.

 In Key stage two spelling lists are taken from the National Curriculum and the statutory requirements for each year group. 
In KS2, spellings strategies are taught daily and also used as whole class feedback at the beginning of Literacy lessons. 

It is important that spelling mistakes with the children’s writing are identified and corrected. Children will address these within the day, by completing ‘fix its’ set out by their teacher in the books.

Technical words and key topic vocabulary are taught explicitly to the classes. They are prominently displayed on Cornerstones topic boards in classrooms. Any spellings that are frequently misspelt become the focus of attention, so that the correct spelling is learned. 

At Whittaker Moss, it is important that we do not discourage children from trying to use more adventurous vocabulary by over correcting spellings. We remind children not to dodge a word just because they are unsure of a spelling!




Home Learning

Children are given regular spelling lists to practise at home as well as at school.

In Foundation Stage children are given phonemes to practise and tricky words are sent home to read, write and play games with. In all other year groups, children take home a spelling book or folder to practise the phonemes learnt that week and/ or spelling patterns.



Assessment

Assessment of pupil progress is in the first instance, on-going by the class teacher as part of formative assessment. In addition to this, pupils are tracked on Sonar from Foundation to Year 6. 

Children are tested on their high frequency words at different points though the year. At the end of year 1 all children will take the Phonics Screening Check as part of the government statutory requirements. Formal summative assessments are carried out at the end of each term using Cornerstones Assessments where children will be tested on their spelling, punctuation and grammar. They are also tested termly on the statutory word lists for their year groups. (Please see the national curriculum for these lists).



Roles and responsibilities

· The Literacy Co-ordinator in consultation with the head and class teachers has overall responsibility for the teaching and learning of spelling.

·  The implementation is seen as the responsibility of all the staff. 
            Its use and effectiveness will be supported and monitored by the Literacy 
            Co-ordinator on behalf of the Head and Governors.




D.Lane Literacy Co-ord.
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