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	Thursday 30th April 2026

Attendance
Whole School Target: 97%
Whole School Average Attendance to Date: 95.3%
This week’s winning class: 2W 98.7% Great!


	Thank you everyone for submitting your club preferences early.  Allocations will be sent home on Friday so please check in book bags for slips.  As always, any group that is over-subscribed will have a waiting list and places will be offered where possible. I am always very grateful to staff for giving up their time voluntarily to offer such a wide range of activities for free.

This week our Year 5 and 6 football teams have been out playing against other RUSC schools.  Good luck everyone!  We have a lot of sporting tournaments coming up this term across a wide range of sports and for all years across KS2. We often get asked at the last minute to join additional tournaments and events so please keep an eye on our diary dates for the most up to date information.  There is a lot to look forward to over this very busy term, including our extremely popular parents’ sports afternoons which we received excellent feedback on last year.

As you are already aware, earlier this academic year, following consultation with the school community, the Governing Board of the school made the decision to seek approval from the DfE for the school to join ALTUS Educational Partnership.  I am really pleased to inform you that this week we have received the signed Academy order from Vicky Beer, Regional Director for North West Regions Group. This means we will now work with an allocated officer to complete the next steps in the process.  We would expect the process to be completed in the Autumn term. 

Can I give parents a quick reminder to please park responsibly in the school carpark and the surrounding areas?  We have a larger number of children walking to and from school this term which is amazing and we want to make sure everyone is as safe as possible.

Have a lovely bank holiday weekend.        
Mrs Backhouse 
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Clubs
Clubs will commence from Tuesday 5th May and will run through to the end of the year. Class teachers will let your child know which club they have been allocated by Friday 1st May. The club booking form was sent out last week through Parentmail. There is a list of the clubs running during this term at the end of this newsletter. 

Inclusive Attendance
As part of the inclusive attendance project the school is currently involved in, an attendance audit was completed last week. A section of the audit was gathering pupil voice around attendance and lateness. This has been captured on a poster which can be found at the end of this newsletter. Please do take the time to read what our pupils think.

KS2 SATs Week
Good luck to all our year 6 pupils who will undertake their SATs exams during the week commencing Monday 11th May. All year 6 pupils are invited to join us for SATs breakfast each day at 8.15am.

Calendar Dates
Please keep checking the calendar dates at the end of the newsletter as events will be added as the term progresses.




	Mental Health Support

Please look in the mental health section of the school website (bottom of the home page), to access links to parent and child Padlets that contain a wealth of information and support on a range of mental health topics. Stars of the Term:

Well done to the following children for winning our Star of the Term Award for last week:

Nursery: Harri            5W: Amaya
R1: Ibrahim                 5M: Sophie
R2: Elijah                    6W: Gabriel           
1W: Alice                    6M: Chase 
1M: Yusuf         Mrs Cadogan: Laitham
2W: Grace       
2M: Eadie
3W: Milo
3M: Haris
4W: Jessica
4M: Libby

                             




Lunchtime Stars 

These certificates are awarded to pupils who display excellent manners and behaviour during lunchtimes. Pupils who received our Lunchtime Stars Certificates last week were: Layla, Yahya, Florence, Grace, Annabelle, Ayda, Finn, Thomas and Harry. Well done!
!             
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	Thursday 30th April 2026 School Council News 
Councillors met last Friday to begin to have a look at the musical instruments they would like to purchase with the money they have raised this year. They also began to discuss plans for their upcoming Break The Rules Day for Cancer Research, their chosen national charity for this year. More details about this are to follow.

Water Bottles
Please do not send children into school with screw top water bottles as children often accidentally knock these over. The spillages caused can ruin work. Push top bottles that only allow a small of water out are the preferred option. School water bottles can be purchased from the school office for £1.20. Thank you for your support with this matter.

                                            

                                                       [image: ClassDojo | Product Reviews | EdSurge]    Dojo Winners   
Well done to all our dojo points winners for last week. We are really impressed with your efforts.

Nursery: Zayd              4M: Pippa
R1: Liyana                     5W: Isabella
R2: Ruby                       5M: Haris
1W: Yousef                  6W: Roxy
1M: Jessica                  6M: Muhammad
2W: Hashim                                                       
2M: Erin
3W: Umar
3M: Finley                           
4W: Ciara
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We try to include as many useful dates as we can but suggest that you keep checking this list over the following weeks as dates may be added or amended. Please contact school if you have any queries relating to dates of events or holidays.
	Wednesday 29th April
	Year 5/6 Girls’ 7 a side football tournament

	Thursday 30th April
	Year 5/6 Boys’ 7 a side football tournament

	Monday 4th May
	Clubs recommence

	Tuesday 5th May
	Year 1 Trip to Smithills Farm

	Thursday 7th May
	Year 3/4 6 a side handball tournament

	W/C 11th May
	Year 6 SATS Week

	Monday 11th May
	Year 5/6 handball tournament

	Wednesday 13th May
	KS2 Boules Competition

	Tuesday 19th May
	Year 6 Trip to Imperial War Museum

	Tuesday 19th May
	Neil Griffiths Author Visit

	Tuesday 19th May
	Year 3/4 Unihoc Tournament

	Wednesday 20th May
	Year 5 Nurse Talk

	Thursday 21st May
	Year 5/6 Unihoc Tournament

	Friday 22nd May
	School Closes For The Half-Term Break

	W/C Monday 1st June
	Year 6 Bikeability For Two Weeks

	W/C Monday 1st June
	Year 4 Tables Check Week

	Tuesday 2nd June 5.30pm
	New To Reception Meeting 

	Wednesday 3rd June
	Year 5 Trip To The Mosque	

	Thursday 4th June
	PTA Bags To School

	Friday 5th June
	School Council Fundraiser For Cancer Research

	W/C 8th June
	Year 1 Phonics Screening Week

	Tuesday 9th June
	Year 5 Geography Fieldwork Trip

	Wednesday 10th June
	Year 3/4 Boules Tournament

	Thursday 11th June
	Year 5 Boules Tournament

	Friday 12th June
	Year 3 Trip To Ribchester

	W/C 15th June
	Sports Week

	Monday 15th June 2.30pm
	Year 5/6 Parents’ Sports Afternoon

	Monday 15th June 5.30pm
	New To Nursery Parents’ Meeting

	Tuesday 16th June 3.30pm
	PTA Summer Fair

	Wednesday 17th June 2.30pm
	Year 3/4 Parents’ Sports Afternoon

	Thursday 18th June 2.30pm
	EYFS Parents’ Sports Afternoon

	Thursday 18th June
	KS2 Girls’ 5 A Side Netball Tournament

	Friday 19th June 2.30pm
	Year 1/2 Parents’ Sports Afternoon

	Friday 17th July
	Year 4 Trip To Manchester Museum

	W/C 22nd June
	New To Nursery Stay and Play Sessions For Two Weeks

	Monday 22nd June
	Year 6 Geography Fieldwork

	Tuesday 23rd June
	Year 5/6 Boys’ Tennis Tournament

	Wednesday 24th June
	Year 5/6 Girls’ Tennis Tournament

	Wednesday 24th June
	Children’s University Graduation – Rochdale Town Hall

	Friday 26th June
	Staff INSET Day

	Monday 29th June
	Staff INSET Day

	Thursday 2nd July
	Year 5/6 Girls’ Cricket Tournament

	Monday 6th July
	Neeli Mosque Assembly & Hajj Workshop

	Monday 6th July
	KS2 Boys’ Cricket Tournament

	Tuesday 7th July
	Whole School Transition Day

	Tuesday 7th July
	New To Reception Visits

	Thursday 9th July	
	School Council Network Event

	Thursday 9th July
	KS2 Mixed Rounders Tournament

	Friday 10th July
	Stuart Willis, St. Paul’s Church, Assembly

	Friday 10th July 6.30pm-8.30pm
	Year 6 Red Carpet Event

	Monday 13th July 2.45pm
	KS2 Childer Assembly

	Monday 13th July 
	Year 3/4 Athletics Tournament

	Tuesday 14th July
	End Of Year Reports Out

	Tuesday 14th July
	New Reception Visits and Coffee Morning

	Wednesday 15th July
	KS2 Swimming Gala

	Wednesday 15th July
	Year 5/6 Show For Year 5 Parents

	Wednesday 15th July
	Year 5/6 Athletics Tournament

	Thursday 16th July
	Year 5/6 Show For Year 6 Parents

	Friday 17th July
	KS1 and KS2 Sunshine Assemblies

	Monday 20th July
	Star Of The Year Assembly

	Tuesday 21st July
	Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly

	Tuesday 21st July
	School Closes For The Summer Break





















Whittaker Moss Summer Term 2026 Extra-Curricular Clubs


Mondays

8.00-8.45am KS2 Mindfulness Club – Mrs Boughton
8.00-8.45am KS1 & KS2 Running Club – Miss Harrison
8.00-8.45am Reception & KS1 Craft Club – Mrs Hemmings
12.30-1.00pm Nursery Multi-Skills Club – Mrs Orley
3.30pm-4.30pm KS2 Gardening Club – Mrs Ashton
3.30pm–4.30pm KS2 Choir – Miss Buckley
3.30pm-4.30pm KS2 Athletics Club – Mrs Buck

Tuesdays

8.00am-8.45am KS2 Netball – Mrs Mellor
12.30pm-1pm KS1 Library Club – Miss Lane
3.30pm-4.30pm Year 2 & KS2 Rugby – Manchester Rugby Club

Wednesdays

8.00-8.45am KS2 Choir – Mrs Murphy
8.00-8.45am Reception & KS1 Messy Play – Mrs Beswick & Miss Eccles
12.30pm-1pm KS1 Creative Writing – Mrs Shoukat
12.30pm-1pm KS1 Art Club – Miss Lilley
12.30pm-1pm Reception & KS1 Mindfulness – Mrs Wilmot
3.30pm-4.30pm Years 5 & 6 Cricket Club – Mr Humphreys
3.30pm-4.30pm KS2 Computing Club – Mrs Cadogan
3.30pm-4.30pm KS2 Tennis – Mr Greenhalgh

Thursdays

3.30pm-4.30pm Years 1 & 2 Cricket Club – Edstart
3.30pm-4.30pm Years 3 & 4 Cricket Club – Edstart

Fridays

8.00am-8.45am KS2 Rounders Club – Miss Collier
3.30pm-4.30pm Reception Multi-Skills Club - Edstart




What Our Pupils Think About School Attendance
We should be in school five days a week. If we have a cold, teachers can look after us and give us medicine if we need it.
We don’t like being late because everyone looks at you as you walk through the classroom and you feel embarrassed.
I feel upset if I am absent from school because I miss my teachers and friends and I might miss something exciting.
If you miss a day’s learning, you struggle to catch up.
We come to school to play with friends, to see our teachers, to enjoy fun lessons, to take part in clubs, to enjoy special days and weeks such as Eid Party Day and Science week, to go on fun trips and enjoy special events such as parent craft afternoons.
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Thank you everyone for submitting your club  preferences early.  Allocations will be   sent home on  Friday so please check in book bags for slips.  As  a l ways, any group that is over - subscribed will have a  waiting list and places will be offered where possible.  I am always very grateful to staff for giving up their  time voluntarily to offer such a wide range of  activities for free.     This week our Year 5 and 6 football teams have been  out playing  against   other RUSC schools.  Good luck  everyone!  We have a lot of sporting tournaments  coming up this term across a wide range of sports and  for all years across KS2.   We often get asked at the  last minute to join additional tournaments and events  so please keep an eye on our diary dates for the most  up to date information.    There is a lot to look forward  to over this very busy term, including our  extremely  popular   parents’   sports   afternoons   which we received  excellent feedback on last year.     As you are already aware,   earl ier this academic  year,  following consultation with the school community ,  the   Governing Board of the school   made the decision to  seek approval from the DfE for the school to join  ALTUS Educational Partnership.    I am really pleased  to inform you that this week we have received   the  signed Academy order from  Vicky Beer, Regional  Director   for North West Regions Group. This means  we will now   work with an allocated officer to  complete  the next s teps in the process.  We would expect   the  process to   be   complete d   in the Autumn term.       Can I give parents a quick reminder to please park  responsibly in the school carpark and the surrounding  areas ?    We have a larger number of children walking  to and from school   this term  which is amazing  and we  want to make sure everyone is as safe as possible.     Have a lovely   bank holiday   weekend .            Mrs  Backhouse     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Clubs   Clubs will commence from Tuesday 5 th   May  and will run through to the end of the year.  Class teachers will let your child know which  club they have been allocated by Friday 1 st   May. The club booking form  was sent out last  week through Parentmail.  There is a list of  the clubs running during this term at the end  of this newsletter.      Inclusive Attendance   As part of the inclusive attendance project  the school is  currently involved in, an  attendance audit was completed last week. A  section of the audit was gathering pupil voice  around attendance and lateness. This has been  captured on a poster which can be found at  the end of this newsletter. Please do take the  tim e to read what our pupils think.     KS2 SATs Week   Good luck to all our year 6 pupils who will  undertake their SATs exams   during   the week  commencing Monday 1 1 th   May. All year 6 pupils  are  invited   to join us for SATs breakfast each  day at 8.15am.     Calendar Dates   Please keep checking the calendar dates at  the end of the newsletter as events will be  added as the term progresses.      

