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This week we have had the opportunity to visit all classrooms to observe learning.  As part of this, we have also been speaking to children about their learning, what they enjoy, what they are proud of and how much they remember from previous learning.  Children were actively engaged in practical learning and discussions and were able to speak in great detail about the work they are proud of and why and how previous learning is helping them. Behaviour across school is also good. 

Our Year 6 pupils have set off on their residential trip to Mount Cook this week.   They are going to have an amazing three days developing their independence, building essential life skills, problem solving and self-management.  Staff are regularly updating our Facebook pages so you can keep track of their adventures.

Our new school council have met for the first time to assign responsibilities and begin to think about the charities they wish to raise money for this year.  They will be discussing this with their classes before any final decisions are made. We look forward to hearing their ideas for interesting and fun ways to raise money for good causes.

In the coming weeks, Eco Council will be launching an exciting new initiative called ‘Move Makers’. There are stickers and bookmarks to be earned so watch this space for further information!

Next Friday we are holding a coffee morning for World Mental Health Day.  This is a really good opportunity for parents to meet with and chat to our school therapist.  Please drop in for coffee and biscuits after dropping your children off.


Have a lovely weekend
Mrs Backhouse.
	Attendance 
Whole School Target: 97% 
Whole School Average Attendance to Date: 97.4%
This week’s winning class: R1 99.7% Amazing!
[bookmark: _Hlk178617777]World Mental Health Day Coffee Morning – Friday 9th October 2026
Please join us at 9.00am for a coffee morning on Friday 9th October to celebrate World Mental Health Day. This will take place in Highwood Hall. There will be the opportunity to speak to Cheryl, the school young person’s mental health practitioner, about the range of mental health and wellbeing support available at Whittaker Moss. We hope to see you there!

Photographs
Individual and family photographs will be taken on Tuesday 20th October. All children should come to school in uniform. If your child has P.E. on this day, they may come to school in their trainers. The school will be open from 8.30am for photos with siblings who do not attend the school. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning last Friday. We will let you know the total raised by the event, shortly.

European Languages Day
Thank you to everyone who came dressed in their country’s colours to celebrate this day with us. Pupils had a brilliant day researching, dancing, cooking and creating pieces of art. Photos of the day can be found on the school website. Thank you to Mrs Orley for organising the day. 
                                                             [image: C:\Users\scadogan\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\AAD7151E.tmp]
                                                         



	Mental Health & Wellbeing Update
If you have any concerns around your child’s emotional wellbeing, there is a range of support that the school can offer to parents. For a wealth of resources, please visit the mental health and wellbeing section on the school website, within the parents’ tab. If you would like to speak to someone, please contact Mrs Cadogan, the senior school mental health lead, on the school telephone number or by e-mailing
scadogan@whittakermoss.rochdale.sch.uk. 
Whittaker Moss, along with over 30 other schools in the authority, is part of the Mental Health Support Teams Project. MHSTs are intended to provide early intervention on some mental health and emotional wellbeing issues, such as mild to moderate anxiety, as well as helping staff within a school or college setting to provide a ‘whole school approach’ to mental health and wellbeing. As part of the project, the school has access to an onsite NHS mental health practitioner, one day a week. Referrals to Cheryl, our practitioner, are through Mrs Cadogan.Stars of The Week
Well done to the following children for winning our Star of the Week Award:
Nursery: Fergie          5M: Raees
R1: Vinnie                    6W: Alisha
R2: Elizabeth              6M: Dawood
1W: Elliot
1M: Hayat         Mrs Cadogan: Oliver
2W: Ayda
2M: Ada
3W: Emily
3M: Grace
4W: Ayva                
4M: Max
5W: Alyssa



[image: Image result for star image]
Lunchtime Stars 

[image: A gold star with a black background]These certificates are awarded to pupils who display excellent manners and behaviour during lunchtimes. Pupils who received our Lunchtime Stars Certificates last week were: Henry, Clay, Faris, Bella, Wilfred, Inam, Aria, Safaa and Oliver.
                                                        
Well done to them!             
	Thursday 1st October 2026
School Council / Eco Council
School council and Eco council members received their badges last week. The school council met on Tuesday to decide roles and responsibilities for the year. They also discussed what fundraising they wanted to do this academic year. The eco council will be meeting shortly to decide on their priorities for the year.

Harvest Assemblies 2026
Our Harvest assemblies will be led by Stuart Willis (ALM) on Wednesday 21st October. We will be collecting Harvest donations on this day which will go to the Rochdale Community Bus. Please send donations into school with your child. We thank you for your support with this – all donations are much appreciated.











Dojo Winners                                 [image: ClassDojo | Product Reviews | EdSurge]
Well done to all our dojo points winners for last week:
Nursery: Pippa
R1: George                    5W: Zayn
R2: Ivy                         5M: Jess
1W: Wilfred                 6W: Harriet        
1M: Rory                       6M: Adam   
2W: Mia                          
2M: Harper
3W: Evie 
3M: Charlie                                   
4W: Matilda
4M: Louis                       





[image: Image result for dates for your diary]Dates for the Diary Autumn Term 2026                        

We try to include as many useful dates as we can but suggest that you keep checking this list over the following weeks as dates may be added or amended. Please contact school if you have any queries relating to dates of events or holidays.
	Wednesday 30th September – Friday 2nd October 2026
	Year 6 Mount Cook Residential

	Wednesday 7th October 2026
	Year 6 Crucial Crew – Rochdale Football Club

	Friday 9th October 2026
	World Mental Health Day & Parent Coffee Morning

	Tuesday 13th October 2026
	School Council Network Event

	Monday 19th October 2026
	Flu Vaccinations

	Tuesday 20th October 2026
	Individual & Sibling Photographs from 8.30am

	Thursday 22nd October 2026
	School Closes for Half-Term

	Friday 23rd October 2026
	INSET Day

	Monday 2nd November 2026
	School Re-Opens

	Tuesday 10th November 2026
	Parents’ Evening 1 4-7pm

	Wednesday 11th November 2026
	Parents’ Evening 2 4-7pm

	Wednesday 11th November 2026
	KS1 Visit To Cenotaph

	W/C 16th November 2026
	Anti-Bullying Week

	Wednesday 18th November 2026
	Prospective New Parents’ Evening 5.30pm

	Friday 20th November 2026
	Children in Need – non-uniform, small donation, please.

	Friday 20th November 2026
	Year 2 Royal Opera House Online Workshop

	Tuesday 24th November 2026
	Open morning for prospective Reception parents 9.30am 

	Wednesday 25th November 2026
	Open morning for prospective Reception parents 9.30am



Christmas Activity Dates To Follow
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Changing!
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  This week we have had the opportunity to visit all  classrooms to observe learning.    As part of this, we  have also been speaking to children about their  learning, what they enjoy, what they are proud of and  how much they remember from previous learning.   Children were actively engaged in  practical learning  and discussions   and were able to speak in great detail  about the work they are proud of   and   why and how  previous learning is helping them .  Behaviour across  school is also good.      Our Year 6 pupils have set off on their residential trip  to Mount Cook this week.     They are going to have an  amazing three days developing their independence,  building essential life skills, problem solving and self - management.  Staff are regularly updating our  Facebook pages so you can keep track of their  adventures.     Our new school council have met for the first time to  assign responsibilities and begin to think about the  charities they wish to raise money for this year.  They  will be discussing this with their classes before any  final decisions are made.   We look forward to hearing  their ideas for interesting and fun ways to raise  money for good causes.     In the coming weeks, Eco Council will be launching an  exciting new initiative called ‘Move Makers’. There are  stickers and bookmarks to be earned so watch this  space for further information!     Next Friday we are holding a coffee morning for  World Mental Health Day.  This is a really good  opportunity for parents to meet with and chat to our  school therapist.   Please drop in for coffee and  biscuits after dropping your children off.       Have a lovely weekend   Mrs Backhouse.  Attendance     Whole School Target: 97%    Whole School Average Attendance to Date:   9 7.4 %   This week’s winning class:   R1   99. 7 % Amazing!    

World Mental Health Day   Coffee Morning   –   Friday  9 th   October 202 6   Please join us at 9.00am for a coffee morning on  Friday 9th   October   to celebrate  World Mental  Health Day.   This will take place in Highwood Hall.   There will be the opportunity to speak to   Cheryl ,   the school  young person’s mental health  practitioner , about the range of mental health and  wellbeing support available at Whittaker Moss.   We  hope to see you there!     Photographs   Individual and family photographs will be taken on  Tuesday 20 th   October. All children should come to  school in uniform. If your child has P.E. on this  day, they may come to school in their trainers. The  school will be open from 8.30am for photos with  siblings who do not attend the school.      Macmillan Coffee Morning   Thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan  Coffee Morning  last Friday. We will let you know the  total raised by the event, shortly.     European Languages Day   Th ank you to everyone who came dressed in their  country’s colours to celebrate this day with us.  Pupils had a brilliant day researching, dancing,  cooking and creating pieces of art. Photos of the  day can be found on the school website. Thank you  to Mrs Orley   for organising the day.                                                                                                                                      

