	Whittaker Moss Primary School Newsletter 6
	Thursday 8th October 2026

	It is a busy week for sports!  Alongside our usual PE and sports club provision, we have pupils from Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 out representing the school this week in running and basketball.  The sporting calendar this year is broad and varied with several opportunities for children throughout the school.  Thank you to parents for supporting the children to attend and to staff who give up their time to supervise events.

Last week our Year 6 pupils had a wonderful three days at Mount Cook.  They were brave, resilient and really pushed their boundaries all whilst having an amazing time.  For many it was their first time away from home and they handled it beautifully.  There were lots of tired but smiling faces when they arrived back home on Friday!  Pictures of their adventures are on our website and Facebook pages.

We have now put our final diary dates in for this term.  Please keep checking the list below as we have now added the dates for our Christmas Craft sessions and I know many people will want to book the time off work to attend.

In scenes only surpassed by the recent announcement of further Oasis concerts, tickets to the second most popular event in the North West went on sale this week and sold out in record time!  Thank you for supporting our PTA school disco.  There is a waiting list for those unable to get them on the day and we usually have a little bit of movement to accommodate everyone who would like to come.  The PTA are working on this and will be in touch with people shortly.

This Friday we are holding a coffee morning for World Mental Health Day. Our school Well-Being Ambassadors will also be in attendance to speak to parents about what we do in school to support our pupils and families. This is also a good opportunity for parents to meet with and chat to our school therapist.  Please drop in for coffee and biscuits after dropping your children off, it would be lovely to see you!
Have a lovely weekend    Mrs Backhouse.
	Attendance 
Whole School Target: 97% 
Whole School Average Attendance to Date: 97.47%
This week’s winning class: R2 100% Amazing!
[bookmark: _Hlk178617777]World Mental Health Day Coffee Morning – Friday 9th October 2026
Please join us at 9.00am for a coffee morning on Friday 9th October to celebrate World Mental Health Day. This will take place in Highwood Hall. There will be the opportunity to speak to Cheryl, the school young person’s mental health practitioner, about the range of mental health and wellbeing support available at Whittaker Moss. We hope to see you there!

Photographs
Individual and family photographs will be taken on Tuesday 20th October. All children should come to school in uniform. If your child has P.E. on this day, they may come to school in their trainers. The school will be open from 8.30am for photos with siblings who do not attend the school. 

Allergies
We politely ask that parents do not put products containing nuts into children’s packed lunches as we have an increasing number of children in school who have severe nut allergies. Thank you for your support with this matter.

SEND and SALT Padlet Links  
Please visit the parents’ section of the school website to find links to useful Padlets created by the LA SEND and Speech and Language teams. Both padlets contain lots of useful information about provision and services in the Rochdale borough.
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Christmas Craft Afternoons
After the popularity of the event last year, we are once again inviting parents and carers to come into school to complete a Christmas craft with their child in their classes. The dates for the afternoons are detailed in the dates for the diary section of this newsletter. Due to limited space, we ask that only one parent or familiar adult per child attends the afternoon. Happy crafting! Stars of The Week
Well done to the following children for winning our Star of the Week Award:
Nursery: Pippa          5M: Ruby
R1: Florence             6W: Uh’yab & Kiswa
R2: Zayd                   6M: Fatima
1W: Maia
1M: Vinnie         Mrs Cadogan: Amelia
2W: Ammarah
2M: Nahla
3W: Iris
3M: Darcy
4W: Marwah               
4M: Xander
5W: Owen



[image: Image result for star image]
Lunchtime Stars 

[image: A gold star with a black background]These certificates are awarded to pupils who display excellent manners and behaviour during lunchtimes. Pupils who received our Lunchtime Stars Certificates last week were: Leo, Freya, Blake, Harper, Aariz, Sumayyah, Connie and Ibrahim.
                                                        
Well done to them!             
	Thursday 8th October 2026
School Council / Eco Council
School council members met on Tuesday to decide which charities they will raise money for this year. They voted for Manchester Children’s Hospital as their local charity and NSPCC as their national charity. They also voted to raise money for an outside library as a way of improving the school.
Harvest Assemblies 2026
Our Harvest assemblies will be led by Stuart Willis (ALM) on Wednesday 21st October. We will be collecting Harvest donations on this day which will go to the Rochdale Community Bus. Please send donations into school with your child. We thank you for your support with this – all donations are much appreciated.











Dojo Winners                                 [image: ClassDojo | Product Reviews | EdSurge]
Well done to all our dojo points winners for last week:
Nursery: Esme
R1: Yusuf                     5W: Libby
R2: Ellie-Mae               5M: Hibah
1W: Yahya                           
1M: George                    
2W: Mia                          
2M: Biny
3W: Maya
3M: Grayson                                   
4W: Inam
4M: Haris                      





[image: Image result for dates for your diary]Dates for the Diary Autumn Term 2026                        

We try to include as many useful dates as we can but suggest that you keep checking this list over the following weeks as dates may be added or amended. Please contact school if you have any queries relating to dates of events or holidays.
	Friday 9th October 2026
	World Mental Health Day & Parent Coffee Morning

	Tuesday 13th October 2026
	School Council Network Event

	Friday 16th October 2026
	Dress in Halloween Costumes / Own Clothes Day & PTA Halloween Discos. 

	Monday 19th October 2026
	Flu Vaccinations

	Tuesday 20th October 2026
	Individual & Sibling Photographs from 8.30am

	Wednesday 21st October 2026
	Harvest Assemblies – Stuart Willis ALM

	Thursday 22nd October 2026
	School Closes for Half-Term

	Friday 23rd October 2026
	INSET Day

	Monday 2nd November 2026
	School Re-Opens

	Tuesday 3rd November 2026
	Remembrance Assemblies Rev. Margaret

	Friday 6th – Thursday 12th November 
	Scholastic Book Fair

	Tuesday 10th November 2026
	Parents’ Evening 1 4-7pm

	Wednesday 11th November 2026
	Parents’ Evening 2 4-7pm

	Wednesday 11th November 2026
	KS1 Visit To Cenotaph

	W/C 16th November 2026
	Anti-Bullying Week

	Wednesday 18th November 2026
	Prospective New Parents’ Evening 5.30pm

	Friday 20th November 2026
	Children in Need – non-uniform, small donation, please.

	Friday 20th November 2026
	Year 2 Royal Opera House Online Workshop

	Tuesday 24th November 2026
	Open morning for prospective Reception parents 9.30am 

	Tuesday 24th November 2026
	Year 5 Cinema Trip – Kensuke’s Kingdom

	Wednesday 25th November 2026
	Open morning for prospective Reception parents 9.30am

	Thursday 26th November 2026
	Year 5 Trip Jodrell Bank

	Thursday 26th November 2026
	Year 6 Dodgeball Competition

	Friday 27th November 2026
	Staff INSET Day. School Closed.

	Tuesday 1st December 2026
	Advent Assemblies / EYFS Christingles

	Wednesday 2nd December 2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Years 5/6 Christmas Craft Afternoon

	Thursday 3rd December 2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Years 1/2 Christmas Craft Afternoon

	Friday 4th December 2.30pm – 3.30pm
	EYFS Christmas Craft Afternoon

	Monday 7th December 2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Years 3/4 Christmas Craft Afternoon

	Monday 7th December
	KS2 Darts Competition

	Tuesday 8th December 9.30am -10.30am
	EYFS Christmas Performance

	Wednesday 9th December 9.30am - 10.30am
	Year 2 Christmas Performance

	Wednesday 9th December
	Year 4/5 Pickleball Tournament

	Thursday 10th December 9.30am – 10.30am
	Year 1 Christmas Performance

	Friday 11th December 10am - 11am
	Nursery Christmas Performance

	Friday 11th December 10am - 11am
	KS2 Christmas Carol Service St. Paul’s Church	

	Monday 14th December 9.30am – 11am
	Choir Singing At Beechwood Lodge

	Monday 14th December 
	Year 5/6 Table Tennis Tournament

	Tuesday 15th December
	Christmas Dinner and Jumper Day

	Wednesday 16th December
	Christmas Party Day

	Thursday 17th December
	Star of the Term Assembly

	Friday 18th December
	School Closes for Christmas Break
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Changing!
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