This has been a long half term with a lot to fit in!
It doesn't seem two minutes ago that we were
welcoming everyone back to school after the
summer holiday and suddenly, we are halfway
through the term.

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in our
PTA fundraising activities over this last week. As
usual, the disco was a great success and the
pumpkin competition was fabulous - so much
creativity and hard work. Positive news travels
fast and they even popped up in conversation with
colleagues in Number 1 Riverside. You have all
helped raise a tremendous amount of money
which will be put to good use for the benefit of
the children. Thank you to our extremely hard-
working PTA who give up their own time
voluntarily to ensure that the children have lovely
experiences whilst also raising much needed
funds for school.

Please can we remind everyone about uniform
expectations (including jewellery), for after half
term. We have some earrings being worn which
are not safe for school. Where earrings have to
be worn, they should be small studs which are
covered for PE and Games.

This Friday is an INSET day. Children will finish
school on Thursday 22 October and return after
the holiday on Monday 2 November.

Wishing everyone a lovely half term holiday.

Mrs Backhouse.

Thursday 22nd October 2026

Attendance

Whole School Target: 97%

Whole School Average Attendance to Date: 97.13%
This week's winning class: 5M 100%. Fantastic!

SEND and SALT Padlet Links

Please visit the parents' section of the school
website to find links to useful Padlets created
by the LA SEND and Speech and Language
teams. Both padlets contain lots of useful
information about provision and services in the
Rochdale borough.

-

Poppy Appeal
The school council is selling poppies and poppy-

related merchandise for the Royal British Legion
during this week and the first week back after half-
term. Please send your child with a donation into
school if you would like them to support this worthy
cause. There is a minimum donation of £1 for wrist
bands and £1.50 for slap bands.

Half-Term Break

School closes for the half-term break, this
Thursday (22™ October). School re-opens on
Monday 2" November. We wish our families a
lovely week.

Harvest

Thank you to all our families for their generous
Harvest donations. They have been sent to
local foodbanks. Thank you to Mr Willis for
leading our Harvest assemblies.




Scholastic Book Fair

This will take place between the 6th and 12™ of
November. We are asking that money to purchase a
book is sent in an envelope with your child’s name on.
Please indicate if you do not wish your child to
purchase stationery items. Each class will be
assigned a day to bring their money in. The average
price of a book is £8. Class days are as follows:

Friday 6™ November: R1, R2, Nursery
Monday 9" November: 6W, 6M, 5W, 5M
Tuesday 10™ November: 2W, 2M, 3W, 3M
Wednesday 11™ November: 1W, 1M, 4W, 4M
Thursday 12™ November: Last chance for all

pupils

Lunchtime Stars

These certificates are awarded to pupils who display
excellent manners and behaviour during lunchtimes.
Pupils who received our Lunchtime Stars Certificates
last week were: Lenny, Yusuf, Anaya, Ava, Freddie,
Jacob, Yusuf, Sienna and Lily.

Well done to them!

Pumpkin Carving Competition

Well done to the winners of the PTA pumpkin carving
competition: Sienna, Ellis, Maia, Rory, Teddy, Hira,
Aiva, Mason, Adeen, Max, Pippa, Cecilia, Leo and Lucia.
Your entries were amazing! Thank you o everyone who
entered. Pictures are on the school Facebook page.

Thursday 22nd
October 2026

School Council / Eco Council

School council members met last
Friday to discuss and vote on
fundraising events for the year. They
voted fo run a Break the Rules Day in
the Spring term and Dress As Your
Future Career Day in the Summer
term. They also organised a timetable
for selling poppies for the Royal
British Legion. Eco members met last
week to discuss the launch of the
Move Makers scheme. More info to
follow.

Parents' Evenings
Please remember to book a virtual or

face-to-face appointment for our
Autumn Parents’ Evenings using our
online booking system. Information
will go out this Thursday about how to
book an appointment. Please contact
Mrs Cadogan at school if you have any
difficulties booking.




Dates for the Diary Autumn Term 2026

We try to include as many useful dates as we can but suggest
that you keep checking this list over the following weeks as
dates may be added or amended. Please contact school if you
have any queries relating to dates of events or holidays.

Thursday 22" October 2026

School Closes for Half-Term

Friday 23" October 2026

INSET Day

Monday 2" November 2026

School Re-Opens

Tuesday 3™ November 2026

Remembrance Assemblies Rev. Margaret

Friday 6™ - Thursday 12™ November

Scholastic Book Fair

Tuesday 10™ November 2026

Parents' Evening 1 4-7pm

Wednesday 11™ November 2026

Parents' Evening 2 4-7pm

Wednesday 11™ November 2026

KS1 Visit To Cenotaph

Friday 13™ November 2026

Children in Need - non-uniform, small
donation, please.

W/C 16™ November 2026

Anti-Bullying Week

Wednesday 18™ November 2026

Prospective New Parents' Evening 5.30pm

Friday 20™ November 2026

Year 2 Royal Opera House Online Workshop

Tuesday 24™ November 2026

Open morning for prospective Reception
parents 9.30am

Tuesday 24™ November 2026

Year 5 Cinema Trip - Kensuke's Kingdom

Wednesday 25™ November 2026

Open morning for prospective Reception
parents 9.30am

Thursday 26™ November 2026

Year 5 Trip Jodrell Bank

Thursday 26™ November 2026

Year 6 Dodgeball Competition

Friday 27™ November 2026

Staff INSET Day. School Closed.

Tuesday 1°' December 2026

Advent Assemblies / EYFS Christingles

Wednesday 2nd December 2.30pm - 3.30pm

Years 5/6 Christmas Craft Afternoon

Thursday 3rd December 2.30pm - 3.30pm

Years 1/2 Christmas Craft Afternoon

Friday 4™ December 2.30pm - 3.30pm

EYFS Christmas Craft Afternoon

Monday 7™ December 2.30pm - 3.30pm

Years 3/4 Christmas Craft Afternoon

Monday 7™ December

KS2 Darts Competition

Tuesday 8™ December 9.30am -10.30am

Reception Christmas Performance

Wednesday 9™ December 9.30am - 10.30am

Year 2 Christmas Performance

Wednesday 9™ December

Year 4/5 Pickleball Tournament

Thursday 10™ December 9.30am - 10.30am

Year 1 Christmas Performance

Friday 11™ December 10am - 11am

Nursery Christmas Performance

Friday 11™ December 10am - 11am

KS2 Christmas Carol Service St. Paul's Church

Monday 14™ December 9.30am - 11am

Choir Singing At Beechwood Lodge

Monday 14™ December

Year 5/6 Table Tennis Tournament

Tuesday 15™ December

Christmas Dinner and Jumper Day




Wednesday 16™ December

Christmas Party Day

Thursday 17 December

Star of the Term Assembly

Friday 18™ December

School Closes for Christmas Break




Penalty Notice Fines for School Attendance are Changing!

With the introduction of the new Department for Education National Framework for Penalty Notices,
the following changes will come into force for Penalty Notice Fines issued after 19" August 2024,

What is a Penalty Notice?

A penalty notice is an out of court settlement which is intended to change behaviour without the need for

criminal prosecution. If repeated penalty notices are being issued and they are not working to change
behawior they are unlikely to be most appropriate tool. Therefore, from August 2024, anly 2 penalty notices
can be issued to the same parent in respect of the same child within a 3-year rolling period and any second
notice within that period is charged at a higher rate. Any further offences will result in criminal prasecution.

The law will be clear that where a Penalty Notice threshold met — in each individual case, the school must

consider il a Penalty Notice & appropriate.

Per Parent, Per Child
Penalty Notice Fines will now be issued

to each parent (even if they do not
reside together) for each child that was
absent.

Eor example: 3 siblings absent for term
time leave, would result in each parent
receiving 3 separate fines.

A school day has two sessions:
1 morning and 1 afternoon session per
day.

First Offence
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for

Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance
the amount will be:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28
days.
Reduced to £80 per parent, per child if
paid within 21 days.

5 consecutive days of term

time leave

Penalty Notice Fines will be issued for Term Time
Leave of 5 or more consecutive days.

10 sessions of unauthorised

absence in a 10-week period
Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there
have been 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a
10-week period.
Rochdale LA have the discretion to issue Penalty
Notice fines before the above threshold is met in
cases where parents are deliberately avoiding the
national threshold by taking several term time
holidays below the threshold, or for repeated
absences for birthdays or other family events.

Second Offence
{within 3 years)

The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term
Time Leave or Irregular Attendance the amount will
be:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days.

Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years)

The third time an offence is committed for Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance a Penalty Notice
will not be issued, and the case will be presented straight to the Magistrates’ Court. Magistrates’
fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child.

Cases found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can show on the parent’s future DBS certificate, due to
“failure to safeguard a child’s education’.




