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28 August 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
September return to school
As we complete the final preparations for our September reopening, I wanted to write to welcome all of our children back to school; we have missed you and are looking forward to having everyone back with us. It has been a challenging time for all of our school community and I sincerely hope that the return to school marks a positive and sustainable move towards resuming our normal lives and routines.
The Summer break has seen some new developments to consider and some changes in the guidance given to schools. The arrangements and risk assessments have been updated (a number of times), throughout the summer and are now published on our website in the Parents section under September 2020 opening.  As the situation is changing and advice updated, we will make revisions as needed but we will inform you of what these are in good time. The paperwork is lengthy so I will provide the main information points in this letter.

The Government is clear in its expectations for all children to return fully to school.  Plans and arrangements are in place that follow all guidelines.  However; we fully understand the anxieties you as parents and your children may have about returning after such a long time and also given the current circumstances. I hope you find the risk assessments and return to school plans reassuring, but if you have any concerns at all and wish to speak personally to us, then please either call or email the school and someone will get back to you. If your child has been given clinical advice not to return to school for health reasons, then please get in touch so we are able to ensure we are offering the correct support for you and your family and also to ensure suitable curriculum access is in place. 
Key information for returning to school:
· Staggered start and end of day times.  The timetable is below. Please speak to us if this causes issues with siblings in different classes/year groups and we will try our best to accommodate a central time and location for you to drop off and pick up.
· As far as is possible, please can only one adult accompany your child/children to school and please maintain social distancing on the playgrounds.  In the mornings, teachers will be outside and your child can come over to them and they will see them inside - there is no need to line up.
· The most recent Government guidance says that facemasks should not be worn by primary school pupils or staff during the normal school day.  If your child is wearing a face covering on the journey to/from school, please take it with you as they enter the building.  We will have lidded bins and bags to dispose of disposable masks if you wish.  As has happened with secondary schools, this guidance might change in the coming days/weeks.  I will send out any updates and also adjust our risk assessment and procedures as necessary if that happens.
· Please do not spend any longer than necessary on the school premises.
· A full hot school meal service is in place.  Children will pre-order their lunches in the morning which will reduce the need for them to queue at the lunch counter.  Packed lunches can still be sent in if you wish.  Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to receive universal free school meals. Lunch and break times are staggered to avoid mixing with children from other year groups.  There are also allocated outdoor areas for groups to play in.
· There are stringent hygiene procedures in place at school.  This includes frequent handwashing, ventilation and cleaning surfaces throughout the school day.  Classrooms have been modified to ensure children are not sat facing each other and unnecessary items removed.
· Full school uniform to be worn, please. Please only send a book bag, PE kit (which needs to stay in school for the half-term) and water bottle into school as we are limited on what we can safely store. 
· If you wish to speak to someone in school, then please either call or email and someone will be in touch with you. This will keep visitors to the school office and close contact between adults at a minimum.
· Car parking on site is reduced as we are using the bottom carpark as an access and egress point for years 4 and 5 and also as an additional play area.  Please park considerately in the surrounding area if you are unable to walk to school.
· Our recovery curriculum is very much rooted in the emotional health and well-being of our pupils.  We are mindful of experiences over the last few months and anxieties around returning to school.  We have provision in place for supporting all of our children and re-establishing friendships, routines and ensuring opportunities for team building and outdoor learning (weather permitting). However, if you have any concerns you wish us to know then please get in touch. Staff have reviewed the curriculum content and identified key elements of prior learning to revisit and also the crucial elements from the Spring and Summer terms that will need to be taught to ensure that no child misses vital learning that will affect future learning. Once a baseline has been established for all students, we will be providing additional catch up provision where it is needed.
· There is online provision in place which will match lessons in school should any class or year group be sent home for isolation so learning doesn’t stall in the event of a positive test case in school.  We will also utilise zoom to deliver lesson content to classes as well as our online learning platform, Oak Academy and White Rose Maths.
· Our Dragons Den provision is in place but with reduced numbers.  Prior to the summer break, Public Health agreed that we could increase our group sizes from the recommended 15 to 20.  This has enabled us to accommodate 86 children in the provision across the week but is still short of the places needed.  Groups will be placed in the Highwood and Main halls and staff from across school have volunteered to work alongside existing Dragons Den staff to provide the additional staffing needed. We are unable to place any further additional groups in school as the classrooms need to be deep cleaned every night.  We therefore ask any families who have been allocated places but may have had a change in circumstances to please let us know as soon as possible so we can offer the places to families with children on our waiting list as they are desperately needed. I am hoping that as local and national figures improve, restrictions on the provision will be changed so we can return to our usual capacity. In the meantime, I apologise for the inconvenience caused.
I appreciate this is a very different scenario than usual and different even to what we were hoping for at this point in the year. A new school year is always a time of mixed emotions and this year is going to be an anxious time for us all. With your support, I am confident that we can get the children settled, feeling safe and back into school routines as soon as possible and make any tweaks or changes that might be needed to make the days run smoother. The resilience and character of our children always amazes me and I know they will be settled in in no time at all. They are a credit to yourselves, the school but most of all to themselves and I know I speak on behalf of all the staff when I say that they have been sorely missed and that we are all looking forward to having everyone back under one roof and getting back to business as usual (well almost, but we’ll get there!)
         Thank you in advance for your support and patience. Have a lovely weekend.
Many Thanks,

Mrs M Backhouse
HEADTEACHER

Start/end of day times and locations (adults will be outside to welcome children, doors will be signposted for classes)

Nursery – Own nursery door from 8.45am.  Collection from nursery door in line with 15/30 hours provision timetable

Class R1 – 9am/ 3.30pm from R1 exit door

Class R2 – 8.45am/3.15pm from R2 entry door

Class 1W – 9am/3.30pm from Year 1 door

Class 1M – 8.45am/3.15pm from Year 1 door

Class 2W – 9am/3.30pm from Year 2 door

Class 2M – 8.45am/3.15pm from Year 2 door

Class 3W – 8.45am/3.15pm from Year 3/4 door

Class 3M – 9am/3.30pm from Year 3/4 door 

Class 4M – 8.45am/3.15pm from main hall door in the bottom carpark

Class 5W – 8.45am/3.15pm from Highwood hall door in the bottom carpark

Class 5M – 9am/3.30pm from class door in bottom carpark

Class 6W – 9am/3.30pm from door direct to classroom

Class 6M -  8.45am/3.15pm from door direct to classroom
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