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6 October 2017
Dear Parents and Carers,

Following recent meetings between myself and Rochdale Local Authority Building works, I write to confirm that the long awaited refurbishment of the Highwood building will begin on Monday 9 October 2017.  The refurbishment is expected to last for approximately 12 weeks and should be finished in January 2018.
Whilst this is an exciting time for the school, it does brings some significant challenges to overcome whilst the works are ongoing.  There will be designated builders compounds at both the front and the rear of the school.  Usual access routes into the school yard will remain unaffected and signage will be put up to ensure routes remain clear. We do however, urge parents and carers to be extra vigilant when crossing the Highwood carpark. The bottom carpark has been left clear of staff vehicles and the gates opened from 8.30am to provide families with a safe place to park as the Highwood carpark is likely to be heavily congested.
The biggest priority for us as a school is the safe access and egress of all of our children into and out of the building.  Due to the location of the works, the doors and cloakrooms currently used for Years 5 and 6 will not be accessible during building works.  This has presented us with a significant challenge and means that we now have 100 children to make alternative arrangements for.
After looking at all of the alternatives, and taking the advice of a range of professionals, the safest solution is to bring Years 5 and 6 into and out of the building via the doors at the back of the school where Years 1-3 currently enter and leave.  We have already made arrangements to put extra coat hooks in that area for the additional children.  Year 4 will continue to use their usual doors.  Unfortunately this does mean that as of 9 October 2017, we will no longer be able to allow parents into the building in the mornings for any other year group other than Reception.  The children and parents of Reception will still be able to enter and leave from their own classroom doors.  All other children will line up in classes on the yard at 8.50am and their teachers will come out to meet them and bring them into school.  On days when the weather is wet, an adult will open the doors at 8.50am and the children will be able to come directly into the building. At the end of the day, your child will come out of school through the same door that they entered the building.  It will be busy and will take a little longer for the children to come out but we will endeavour to be as prompt as possible.
I fully understand that this change in arrangements will be a huge disappointment to many of you.  The school values the contribution and close working relationships between parents, carers and the school.  However, the safety and well-being of the pupils must be a priority and there is no other alternative.  We are currently looking at other ways in which we can accommodate having parents working alongside their children in the classroom.

I thank you in advance for your patience and consideration during what will be an exciting, yet challenging time for the school.  I have included a plan on the rear of this letter for your information. 
Yours Sincerely,
Mrs M Backhouse
HEADTEACHER
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