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2 February 2018
Dear Parents,

I write concerning the issues with parking on the school premises and in the surrounding community. Almost daily I am receiving phone calls, emails and visits from people who are increasingly concerned and annoyed about the dangerous parking choices some parents and carers are making when dropping off and picking up their children from school.  These include blocking pavements forcing children to walk in the road, blocking drives, roads and the lane at the rear of the school, not using designated spaces in the school car park, parking in disabled bays when they are not a blue badge holder and in one case even parking on the drive of a neighbour!
The safety and welfare of the children of Whittaker Moss school should be a priority for all of us.  I am concerned (and quite frankly frightened), that it is only a matter of time before someone is seriously injured. It is also adversely affecting the relationship between the school and our neighbours.  This is our community and the lack of respect shown to some local homeowners and for the safety of our children is unacceptable.
I do appreciate that many parents have no option but to drive their children to school.  I am politely asking that you consider leaving a little earlier and parking a few streets away and walking into school, use the designated spaces on the school site and to park safely and with regard for pedestrians and residents if you should need to park on neighbouring streets.  We are fortunate to be able to offset some issues by providing a car park specifically for the use of parents and carers and have one of the largest car parks for a primary school in Rochdale, yet some people still choose to block entrances to school and park on the grass verges, churning up the grass and making it inaccessible for the school staff getting equipment in and out of the storage containers.
Although the school have no authority to intervene in parking issues off the school site, I am in regular contact with the Highways Department and the local police regarding an increase in patrols and the issuing of tickets. I have urged those who have raised concerns to also report offending vehicles with registration details and photographs if possible, to the police on 101 to see whether action can be taken.
Thank you for your consideration in this very important matter.  I would also like to thank the majority of our parents who do park appropriately on a daily basis and hope this can be resolved as quickly as possible for the benefit of all concerend. 
Yours sincerely,

Mrs M Bachhouse
HEADTEACHER
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