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23 November 2018
Dear Parents,

School update
I am writing to give you an update on the situation in school following the fire last weekend.  First of all, I do want to convey my very sincere thanks to you all for your support and understanding in what has been a difficult week.  The messages, emails and phone calls we have received has been very much appreciated.  It has made such a difference to the staff team to know that we have had your support and understanding. Our new Caretaker, Mr Eccles has worked above and beyond this week coordinating the myriad of surveyors, contractors and assessors that have had to visit the site both last weekend and during this week. Governors, staff and teams from the Local Authority have also worked to get everything in place as quickly as possible.  I am very proud that we managed it with only one day of school closure.
As a school, we have been very fortunate.  Thanks to the observation and quick thinking of one of our pupils, the fire was quickly contained and the damage to the roof kept at a minimum. Without her quick thinking, I could easily be writing a very different letter to you today.  The damage to the inside of the building has been minimal.  The main area affected has been the ceiling to main hall.  Scaffolding has been put up, the ceiling and roof repaired and the plasterer came yesterday to make good the surface ready for redecoration. We are hoping that the internal scaffolding will be able to be removed either today or early next week.  We have had to cancel some PE sessions this week and the assemblies, but lunchtimes have been able to go ahead unaffected. It has been business as usual for the pupils and they have been absolutely brilliant in their approach to the whole situation. Early Years have spent the week being enthusiastic firefighters, building fire engines and talking about safety in our school.  We may just have inspired our next generation of public safety workers!

Yesterday we carried out a fire drill at school.  It had actually been planned for Monday but we were somewhat thwarted by the events of the weekend.  Again, the children were exceptional, 405 children and almost 40 members of staff evacuated the building in 1 minute 43 seconds which is far below the recommended 3 minutes. 

There are a busy few weeks ahead of us with a lot to look forward to.  We will soon be preparing for our Christmas Fair and the shows in school and we look forward to welcoming you all into school to share these special times with us as a school community.
Many Thanks,

Mrs M Backhouse
HEADTEACHER
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